THE   WAR-MONGERS
along the Danube have probably already commenced their fre,for one only sends a note like that after the cannon have been loaded"
At the opera that evening the Tsar receives an ovation, carefully engineered by the Grand Duke Nicholas. The Crown Council had determined the Grand Duke's attitude. Immensely tall, with a grey, pointed beard, a reckless expression, Francophil since happy Paris days, Grand Duke and desperado, a man who (one imagines) might take a whip to his women and his servants, husband of a passionate Montenegrin who has been intriguing against Germany for years—he has long been the brain and fist of the Russian war party against Germany.
His neighbour at to-day's Crown Council was Suchom-linov, the Minister of War, a man of the fat, bluff type, author of the famous article "Russia is Prepared" and of the memoranda of recent years on the conquest of the Straits. Beside him a man of similar views, Yanushkye-vitch, Chief of the General Staff; then old Goremykin, the Minister-President, a good fellow, sitting on the fence as always. Sazonov himself does not advocate war; he hopes that the threat implicit in the mobilisation will be enough. The old and dignified Count Fredericks alone, a Baltic aristocrat, the only man at Court who has no enemies, although honours have been pouring on him for years, gives voice to his friendship for Germany at this sitting.
In the President's chair, a pale, weak man, vacant of eye, bowed under the weight of his uniform and decorations—what can this Tsar do against the tiger-glances of his uncle, the Grand Duke, when no peaceable Cabinet, when not even Rasputin, stands by him ? Have they not been dinning into the Tsar's ears ever since the Balkan Wars, since AehrenthaPs day, and since their defeat by Japan, that only a great war, side by side with France, can save the glory and power of the throne? He has hardly begun to point out the difficulties of mobilising during the great strike when Maklakov rises in his chair, opposite.
77ing victories. He knew that the partial mobilisation would
